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Ze men of Iſrael, hear theſe words, Jeſus of Naza- 
reth a Man approved of God among you, by mi- 
racles and wonders, and ſigns, which God did by 


him in the midſt of you, as ye your ſelves alſo know. 
Acts 11. 22. 
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And in that ſame hour He cured many 
of their Infirmities and Plagues, and 
of evil Spirits, and unto many that 


were blind He gave fight. 


A Sz Otwithſtanding this Text, and ſe- 
— veral other Texts full to the ſame 
| 2X Purpoſe, a certain Author hath 


— 


P»l lately publiſh'd ſome Tracts, 
wherein He aſſerts that all our „ 
Saviour's Miracles ought to be underſtood 
in an allegorical Senſe. only, and that the 
Fathers of the Church are of the ſame Opi- 
nion. | 
So that when we read in the New Teſta- 
ment that Chriſt did this or that Miracle, we 
muſt not believe He did them. When we 
read of his Birth, Life, and Reſurrection, we 
muſt not give Credit to one Word of what 
is told us, or to any remarkable Occurrences 
We are by Scripture inform'd our Lord was 
*concern'd in, ſo as to conclude them to be 
EY B Facts, 
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Facts, becauſe they are only Emblenis, and 
Repreſentations of Things that never hap- 
pen'd. | | 

WHEREFORE inſtead of our believing in 
the Letter of the Scripture touching theſe 
Things, we muſt believe in the myſtical Mcan- 
ings of that Letter; which myſtical Meanings 
our Author directs us to furniſh ourſelves with 
from the Writings of the Fathers of the 
Church. Namely, from the Writings of Sr. 
Auguſtin, Origen, Hilary, Chryſoſtome, and 
many others. 

Thus are we, if we will be perſuaded by 
our Author, to barter our Subſtance for Sha- 
dows, our Certaintics for Uncertainties. 

Bur to anſwer this Man, 1 ſhall fr/# lay 
before you the Reaſons we have to believe 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhow that the Fathers of 
the Church belicv'd Chriſt did really and tru- 
iy work Miracles, and that his Enemies 
thought they were FaQts. 

Thirdly, I ſhall make ſome Remarks upon 


the Fathers Allegorizing the Hiſtory of Chrilt's 


Miracles. 

And Laſtly, add ſome farther Reaſons in 
behalf of rhe literal, againſt the figurative or 
allegorical Meaning of the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
Miracles, and ſo conclude. 

Firſt therefore, 1 ſhall lay before you the 
Reaſons of our Belief in the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
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TRE Reaſons are very good which we 
have to believe in it, becauſe theſe Miracles 
were really and truly perform'd by Chriſt ; 
and we have receiv'd a full account of their 
being ſo perform'd from St. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, who wrote the Hiſtory of 
them. 

THE y were not perform'd in a Corner, 
but in the Preſence of vaſt Numbers of Spcc- 
tators, in the Preſence of Jews and Gentiles ; 
ſometimes upon the Land, ſometimes upon the 
Sea, ſometimes upon Men, and ſometimes up- 
on Beaſts. | 

TAHES E Miracles were not a few, but a great 
many, the Fame of them was ſpread through- 
out all the Country. The Fews out of Ma- 
lice to our Lord pretended they were wrought 
by the Power of the Devil, which is an un- 
anſwerable Argument they were really and 
truly wrought, otherwiie there had been no 
room for his Enemies to ſay by whoſe Power 
they were brought to pals. 

BESIDES, the univerſal Tradition of the 
Church, is, and ever hath been, that Chriſt 
did really and truly work Miracles; all Pro- 
teſtant Divincs of every Denomination, and 
Popiſh too, agree that he did. 

Apo to this, that our Lord appcals to his 
Miracles as a Proof of his being the Meſſiah; 


and the Apoſtles, who work'd Miracles them- 


ſelves in their Maſter's Name, and who {aw 
him work all his, in their Sermons ſet him 
; B 2 {orth 
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forth as the greateſt Worker of Miracles that 
ever appear'd in the World. So that who- 
ever will not believe that Chriſt did really and 
truly work Miracles, is without Excuſe for 
being an Infidel in this reſpect. He wilfully 
ſhuts his Eyes, and will not ſee the Light, 
that he may be guided by it in the right way. 

"50 much for the Reaſons of our belief in 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles taken from 
poſitive Proof. There is a preſumptive Ar- 
gument to the ſame Purpoſe, which is next 
to a Demonſtration. | 


Ir is this; had Chriſt work'd no Miracles, 


we ſhould have receiv'd Notice that He did 
not; ſome Body or other would have ac- 


quainted Mankind that they were amus'd with 
rclations of his Miracles which were nothing. 


but Fables. 

To make a parallel Caſe : Let us ſuppoſe, 
that a Perſon bred to a mean Trade in Eng- 
{and ſhould quit his Employ, and preach Re- 
pentance in moſt of our Cities and Villages, 
and ſhould threaten us with utter Perdition 
except we did amend our wicked Lives; and 
that this very Perſon ſhould affirm, that he 
was God the Son of God, and as a: Token of 
his bcing ſo, ſhould work abundance of Mi- 
racles. Suppoſing, I fay, That this was the 


known and current Character of the Man, 


and no one ſhould contradict it either in 
Specch, or Writing, or Printing; the Peo— 
ple of the Generations to come would have 
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ſuflicient Reaſon to belicve this Perſon du 


really and truly work the mannes V7 hich 


were reported of him. Such is the Cate of 
our Chriſt ; not a Mortal who livd when He 
did, hath put forth a Syllable, or once oped 
his Mouth to deny that He did —.— and 
truly work Miracles. 

HE that will not believe Chriſt did rcal- 
ly and truly work Miracles, will believe no- 
thing that is told him, and nothing he reads 
of. I queſtion whether he will belicve his 
own Senſes or not. No hiſtorical Teſtimony 
in any Book is tuller of good Proof than the 


ment is, He is in my Text, ſaid to nave. done 
many of them, # «v75 Th wee at that very in- 
ſtant of Time when John ſent his Diſciples 
to him; but yet out Author to maintain his 
Hypotheſis affirms, the Phraſe # avrj 75 weg 
docs not ſignify the preſent Time, but Time 


to come; which is ſuch a ſtrange Conſtruction 


put upon thoſe few Greek Words, as | be- 
lieve the like cannot be produc'd. 

Our Author being aware that Arguments 
would be brought for the truth ana reality of 
Chriſt's Miracles, and that he could not an- 


{wer them, at laſt declares, That granting 
Chriſt's Miracles to be really and truly ſuch 
as they are deſcrib'd in the New Teſtament 
to be, they are not a ſatisfactory Evidence of 
his being the Meſſiah; becauſe falſe Chriſts 


will work Miracles alſo. 


But what Miracles 
will 
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will falſe Chriſts work? ſuch as will only de- 
ccive weak and wicked Men, but will not 
be able to deceive the Elect, thoſe that are 
perfect good Chriſtians. Falſe Chriſts by dia- 
bolical Aſſiſtance, or by their own Cunning 
may work Wonders, as our Lord foretold 
they would; but they are only to be lying 
Wonders, which always will be diſcover'd 
and expos'd as ſuch, and will be no more a- 
ble to cope with, or be put in competition 
with our Saviour's Miracles, than the e_Zgyp- 
tian Magician's Serpent was to fight with Mo. 
ſes's, who devour'd it immediately. 

REAL and true Miracles are one of the 
beſt Teſts and Tokens of a divine Miſſion 
that can be brought; and allegorical Miracles 
and Propheſies, which we are advisd by our 
Author to accept of inſtead of them, are one 


of the worſt. 


Hap Chriſt at his appearing in the World 


as the Meſſiah brought no better Credentials 
with him, than ſome Propheſies cited from 
Paſſages in the 7ewiſh Teſtament, which Pro- 
pheſies were not to be underſtood of him in 
a literal, but an allegorical Senſe, that is, in 
an indeterminate indefinite one; and inſtead 
of aſtoniſhing Mankind with real and true Mi- 
racles, had told them Stories of halt, lame, 


and blind Folk, who were one time or o- 


O. 


ther to be cur'd by him of their ſpiritual Ma- an 
ladies; but when he ſpoke of them, were curd Lake 


by him of nothing, which is the only Senſe our habit 


Author 
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Author affirms Chriſt's Miracles in the New 
I fay, if 
Chriſt had only done this, his Followers and 
Proſelytes, I doubt, had been few; very few 
would have lcft all they had to have fol- 
lowed kim upon the Score of theſe figura- 
tive Propheſies and Miracles: but when Man- 
kind ſaw both literally coinpleated in and by 
him, they could no longer withſtand ſuch 
powerful Motives of Conviction, but forth- 
with became Converts, and acknowledg'd our 
Chriſt to be the Meſſiahb; and well they 
might, the Devils themſelves upon the ſame 
account were forc'd to recognize him, and 
to believe and tremble. 

I come Secondly to ſhew, that the Fathers 
of the Church did believe that Chriſt did 
really and truly work Miracles. 

St. Hilary ſpeaking of Chriſt's Miracles, 


calls them the Magna opera Chriſt ; St. Ang. 


the Facta; and others of the Fathers the 
Geſ/ta Chriſti, Words importing Things really 


and truly done, as much as Words can do. 


St. Aug. concerning Chriſt's healing the 
Woman of her Iſſue of Blood, makes this 
Remark upon that Miracle, factum quidem eſt, 
et ſicut narratur impletum, it was brought to 
paſs and fulfill'd as it is related. 

Origen avers the Precipice the Swine 
ran down, when they were choak'd in the 


cur d Lake, was ſnown to all Travellers by the In- 
e Out habitants of Gergeſa in his time. 
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ANOTHER of the Fathers informs us, 
That the Perſons Chriſt miraculouſly cur'd of 
ſeveral torts of Diſcaſes, were well known to 
many of his Cotemporaries, who had con- 
vcrs'd with them. 

Tertullian ſays, Fohn the Baptiſt work'd 
no Miracles, becauſe God reſerv'd the Glory 
of Miracles for Chriſt, that there might be 
no Pretence of a Competition between John 
and his Son. 

TuESE vencrable Sages ſtedfaſtly believ'd 
that Chriſt did really and truly work them; 
and in all their Books encourage others to be- 
lieve ſo too; and in their Diſputes with learn- 
cd Heathens as to our Lord's being the Meſ- 
ſiah, till make uſe of Arguments fetch'd 
from the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles to con- 
fute them, and inſiſt upon it, that his Mira- 
cles were really and truly perform'd accord- 
ing to the Letter of the Scripture-Hiſtory of 
them, and that they were plain Proofs to the 
Senſcs, and cvident Tokens to the Under- 
ſtandings of thoſe that beheld them actually 
done, that He who wrought them came from 
God. 

AND not only the Fathers, but Chriſt's 
greateſt Adverſaries allow what we Chriſtians 
call his Miracles, to be real Fats : Celſus, 
Porphyry, Julian, Hierocles, Lucian, and all 
that arc in the Liſt of Writers againſt Chri- 


ſtianity, do una voce, agree, that they were 


ſo; rho' at the dame time they pretend they 
were 
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were not wrought by the Finger of God, but 
by ſubtle Arts and male Practices. 

THAT they acknowledge Chriſt's Miracles 
to be Facts is certain, becauſe they cry up the 
falſe Miracles of Apollonius Tyaneus, and 
Veſpaſian in oppoſition to them, and pretend 
that their Miracles were as conſiderable, and 
as well calculated to make Proſelytes as our 
Chriſt's were. | 

T H1s they never would have done, had 
they not ſupposd our Saviour's Miracles to 
be Facts, as much as they did thoſe of Apol- 
lonius and Veſpaſian. For tis irrational to 
think they would have ſet up the Miracles of 
others againſt Chriſt's, if they had believ'd 
Chriſt perform'd no Miracles at all. 

THAT Chriſt's Miracles were Facts, ſtupen- 
dous Facts, Pontius Pilate wrote to Tiberius; 
and he, convinc'd by Pzlate's Letters, purpos'd 


to have him enroll'd for them amongſt the 


Roman Deities. | 
MAHOMET alſo in the Alcoran owns 
that our Lord's Miracles were Facts done by 
him when upon Earth, and acquaints us, that 
the difference between Chriſt and himſelf was, 
that Chriſt came with the Power of Mira- 
cles, and he with the Power of the Sword. 
When therefore the Suffrage is ſo general on 


all Hands that Chriſt's Miracles were real and 
true Facts, we need not regard what our 
Author in a ludicrous way advances to the 
' Contrary, As for Quotations out of the Fa- 
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ANOTHER of the Fathers informs us, 
That the Perſons Chriſt miraculouſly cur'd of 
ſeveral torts of Diſeaſes, were well known to 
many of his Cotemporarics, who had con- 
vcrs'd with them. 

Tertullian lays, Fohn the Baptiſt work'd 
no Miracles, becauſe God reſerv'd the Glory 
of Miraclcs for Chriſt, that there might be 
no Pretence of a Competition between Fohn 
and his Son. 

THheses vencrable Sages ſtedfaſtly believ'd 
that Chriſt did really and truly work them; 
and in all their Books encourage others to be- 
lieve ſo too; and in their Diſputes with learn- 
ed Heathens as to our Lord's being the Me, 
ſiah, ſtill make uſe of Arguments fetch'd 
from the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles to con- 
fute them, and inſiſt upon it, that his Mira- 
cles were really and truly perform'd accord- 
ing to the Letter of the Scripture-Hiſtory of 
them, and that they were plain Proofs to the 
Senſcs, and evident Tokens to the Under- 
ſtandings of thoſe that beheld them actually 
done, that He who wrought them came from 
God. | 

AND not only the Fathers, but Chriſt's 
greateſt Adverſaries allow what we Chriſtians 
call his Miracles, to be real Facts: Celſus, 
Porphyry, Julian, Hierocles, Lucian, and all 
that are in the Liſt of Writers againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, do und voce, agree, that they were 
ſo; tho' at the dame time they pretend they 
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were not wrought by the Finger of God, but 
by ſubtle Arts and male Practices. 

THharT they acknowledge Chriſt's Miracles 
to be Facts is certain, becauſe they cry up the 
falſe Miracles of Apollonius Tyaneus, and 
Veſpaſian in oppoſition to them, and pretend 
that their Miracles were as conſiderable, and 


as well calculated to make Proſelytes as our 


= 


Chriſt's were. 

Tunis they never would have done, had 
they not ſupposd our Saviour's Miracles to 
be Facts, as much as they did thoſe of Apol- 
lonius and Veſpaſian. For tis irrational to 
think they would have ſet up the Miracles of 
others againſt Chriſt's, if they had beliey'd 
Chriſt perform'd no Miracles at all. 

THAT Chriſt's Miracles were Facts, ſtupen- 
dous Facts, Pontius Plate wrote to Tiberius; 
and he, convinc'd by Pz/ate's Letters, purpos'd 


to have him enroll'd for them amongſt the 
Roman Deities. 


MAHOMET alſo in the Alcoran owns 


that our Lord's Miracles were Facts done by 


him when upon Earth, and acquaints us, that 


the difference between Chriſt and himſelf was, 
that Chriſt came with the Power of Mira- 
cles, and he with the Power of the Sword. 
When therefore tlie Suffrage is ſo general on 


all Hands that Chriſt's Micacles were rcal and 
true Facts, we need not regard what our 
Author in a ludicrous way advances to the 
' contrary, As for Quotations out of the Fa- 
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thers by me, or any one, they are now need- 
leis; becauſe a Biſhop of our Church hath done 
this fully and effectually to our Hands, by a 
moſt learned Book of his latcly publiſh'd in 
Defence of the Truth and Reality of Chriſt's 
Miracles; in which Book we may clearly 
ſee, that the Fathers are ſo far from favour- 
ing any Scheme of metamorphoſing Chriſt's 
Miracles into Allegories, that they all in 


all their Works, ſtedfaſtly adhere to the Let-. 


ter of the Scripture-Hiſtory concerning them, 
and that our Author's Quotations out of the 
Fathers to the contrary, are a pack of falſe 
Aſſertions from the beginning to the end. 

I go on to ſpeak of the Father's allegorizing 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles. 

W own that the Fathers did allegorize 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles ; but what if 
they did? All Hiſtories that ever were pub- 
liſh'd may be allegoriz'd, if Men will ſet their 
Wits at work. As the Fathers haye allego- 
riz d the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles, they 
might, if they would, have allegoriz d the 
Hiſtories of Alexander the Great, or Julius 
Cæſar, or any other extraordinary Perſon. 
An Allegorizer may put whatever Senſe he 
pleaſes upon any Hiſtorian's Words 3 nay, 
may allegorize the ſame Words half a dozen 
ways. 1 do not queſtion but we ourſelves 
might ſo allegorize ſeveral Paſſages in the Hiſto- 


ry of Chriſt's Miracles, that they ſhould very 


aptly point out our Author, and the reſt of 


the 
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the Free- thinkers of this Age. But 1 gueſs, 
neither our Author, nor the Frec-thinkers 
would allow that theſe Paſſages were really 
meant of them, and would exclaim againſt 
our Method of Application. In ſhort, alle- 
gorizing conſiſts ſolely in Invention, and he 
that hath the richeſt Vein of Invention, will 
be the beſt Allegoriſt, as well as the beſt 
Poet and Painter. For to theſe three, 

Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit aqua poteſtas. 

Bo r to return to the Fathers. Is it fair to 
argue thus ? the Fathers allegoriz'd the Hiſtory 
of Chriſt's Miracles ; therefore they did not 
believe in the Letter of that Hiſtory, and that 
contrary to their own Confeſſions and Ex- 
preſſions. If this is fair, then any thing tho 
never ſo foul is fair. 

INDEED Wwe may now wiſh, that the Fa- 
thers had not allegoriz'd any part of the Hil- 
tory of Chriſt's Miracles: For tho they in- 
tended nothing elſe thereby, than to make 
ſome uſeful pious Animadverſions of their 
own upon the Letter of that Hiſtory, which 
might in ſome Meaſure contribute towards the 
ſtrengthening of Men's Faith, and rectifying 
their Morals: Let the Liberty they aſſum' d 
to do this, hath emboldend our Author to 
make ſtrange work with the Scripture, viz. 
To affirm that the Scripturc-Hiſtory of Chriſt's 


Miracles, if underſtood literally, is as errant 
an idle Romance as ever was penn d, full of 
| ridiculous ſimple Tales and monſirons Abſur- 


61 | ditics; 
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ditics. I cite him favourably, and ſpeak not 
the worſt of what he ſpeaks of it: And in the 
Place of that Hiſtory, which contains the ve- 
ry Words of God dictated by the Holy Ghoſt 
to the Evangeliſts, we are to receive as the 
only Pillar of our Faith, and the Rock to build 
our New Feruſalem upon, the Dreams, the 
Viſions, the ſecond Sights, the groundleſs 
Surmiſes, or in other Words, the Tropes and 
Figures of the Fathers; in theſe we are to 
confide, and out of them compoſe our Creeds. 

Bur before we believe in theſe Allegories, 
before we pin our Faith upon the Fathers 
Sleeves, and for their Myſteries abandon Senſe, 
it may not be improper to ask whence the 
Fathers had their Allegories, 

Had they them by Apoſtolical Tradition, 
the only Tradition in religious Affairs 
true Believers attend to? 

Or, by Divine Inſpiration ? 3 

Or, did they diſcover them under the dark 

Covert of the Letter, by the Light of 
their Reaſon? ?: 

For theſe are all the ways by which the Fa 
thers could come to them. 

IF it is anſwer'd, by Apoſtolical Tradition, 
this is ſaid for them; they ſay not fo them- 
ſclves ; they never ſo much as hint at any ſuch 
thing ; which certainly they would not have 
omitted, it they had thus receiv'd them ; nay, 
they would have been forward to have con- 
feſs d, and boaſted whence they deriv'd them 

0 almoſt 
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almoſt in every Line. But the total ſilence 
of the Fathers in this particular, puts it out 
of all doubt that the Apoſtles never dcliver'd 
them to the Fathers, or their Fathers Fa- 
thers, nor had any Hand in them, and knew 
nothing of them, 

Ir tis anſwerd, the Fathers had their Al- 
legorics by Divine Inſpiration ; this is allo an- 
ſwer'd for them. If the Fathers had ſaid it, 
they would have been juſily accus'd of placing 
their allegorical Scribble upon the ſame foot 
with the Holy Scripture, making a new Ca- 
non of Scripture a great deal bigger than the 
old. The Pope when he tack d the Apocry- 


pha to the Canon of Scripture at the Council 


of Trent, acted not more unwarrantably than 
the Fathers wou'd have ated, had they been 
guilty of ſuch Preſumption as to incorpo- 
rate their Allegories with the Oracles of 
God. But to give them their due, no ſuch 
Thoughts ever enter d into their Heads. 
Laſtly, If tis anſwerd, the Fathers found 
theſe Allegories under the dark Covert of 
the Letter by the Light of their Reaſon: 
Alas! the Light of their Reaſon ſhone no 
brighter, nor diſcover'd more hidden Truths, 
than the Light of other Peoples. They were 


honeſt Men; but mightily prone to make Miſ- 
takes in their Comments upon the Scriptures, 


E Perſons of great Genius's, and luxuri— 
ant Fancies, which their Judgments could not, 


or did not ſufficiently govern, and many of 


them 


_ —— 7 
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them broach'd very odd Notions in thcir 
Works. The Church always paid a great 
Regard to their Teſtimony concerning the 
Doarines of the firſt and pureſt of her Ages 
as to controverted Points, but ſtill rejected 
their private Thoughts and Sentiments in Di- 
vinity, becauſe ſhe found them Erroncous and 
Heterodox. 

AN b yet it is for the ſake of theſe Viſions, 
Dreams, and Surmiſes of the Fathers, unſup- 
ported by Apoſtolical Tradition, Divine Inſpi- 
ration, or by Reaſon, That our Author 
gives our Chriſt very hard Names, ſuch Names 
as none but the worſt of Men can deſerve, 
and which 1 ſhall not repeat, they are ſo bad. 
He ſays of him, That if he really and truly 
ated his Part in the Works mcntion'd of 
him in Scripture, He was for his Crimes dc- 
ſervedly crucity'd. 

AND thus having vilify'd our Chriſt, our 
Jeſus of Nazareth, who is God bleſſed for 
ever; He cries out ſeveral times, as it were 
in an Ecſtaly, Glory, Honour and Praiſe to 
the Spiritual Jeſus. A Jeſus 1 ſuppoſe after 
his own Heart, and of his own making, who 
he fancies will aboliſh all reveal'd Religion, 
and eſtabliſh the darling Religion of the De- 
z/ts, viz. the Religion of Nature. But let us 
not be deceiv'd ; this is a falſe Chriſt, this is 
the Spirit of Antichriſt which he ſo devoutly 
invokes. It will be the Aim and Buſineſs of 
Antichriſt, when he comes, to deſtroy . 
an 


fuch a t 
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and bring in natural Religion amongſt us, 
which is next to none; and of itſelf, excluſive 
of Faith in our Lord'Jeſus Chriſt, to us, who 
have been baptiz'd and bred up in the Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, will prove of no more Uſe 
and Service than none at all. 

I come laſtly to add ſome farther Reaſons 
in behalf of the literal Meaning againſt the 
allegorical of the Scripture-Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
Miracles, and ſo conclude. 

Our Author appears all along in his 
Tracts to be very pecviſh, and much diſpleas d, 
that his Countrymen ſhould believe that 
Chriſt's Miracles were really and truly wrought 
by him, as they arc recorded in the Goſpel- 
Hiſtory, and arc not Parables as he aſſerts 
them to be. But all good Chriſtians, I truſt, 
will be for ever firmly attach'd to the Scrip- 
ture-Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles according to 
the Letter, and never yield that they arc only 


Parables. 


Wnox vx reads with the leaſt Attention 
and critical Remark, the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
Miracles in Scripture, may as caſily diſtin- 


guilſh between the Miracles and the Parables 


therein, as between Light and Darkneſs. 
Parables begin with a Compariſon, VIS. 
The wy. gh of Heaven is like to ſuch or 
but when the account of a 
Miracle is 13 no Compariſon is made, 
nor is it mention'd to what the Miracle is 
like ; which Chriſt would not have fail d to 
have 
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have done, had he been only acting of Simi- 
les, for Parables and Allegories are no more, 
and not performing real Facts, 

IF Chriſt's Miracles and Parables are the 
ame, why are we told in the New Teſta- 
ment the one were his Works, the other his 
Speeches to the. People > Why that he did 
this or that Miracle, and why that he ſpake 
this or that Parable ? 

Thar alſo which hath made all good 
Chriſtians averſe to our Author's allegorical 
Fancics concerning Chriſt's Miracles is, they 
find that moſt Hereticks who have diſturb'd 
the Peace of the Church, have been very 
fond of turning Scripture-Hiſtory into Allego- 
ries, The Nzcolaitans and Gnoſticks, the 
Montaniits and Antinomians ; and in fine, 
all the ancient famous Hereticks were fa- 
mous Allegorizers. And of late Years, Biſhop 
Burnet in his Hiſtory of the Reformation has 
inform'd us, 

Thar when Charles the Fifth was Empe- 
rour, there aroſe a fort of Hereticks, who 
were Men of tierce and barbarous Tempers, 
who call'd themſelves Anabapriſts (but of a dif- 
ferent ſort from our Engliſh Anabaptiſts) and 
deny'd almoſt all the Principles of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion; they broke out into a general, * 


Revolt over Germany, and rais'd a War call'd © 
the ruſtick War, and ſeizing upon the City of 
Munſter, made one of their Teachers, John 
of Leyden, their King, who bore the Stile 
and 
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4; and Title of King oſ the New Jeruſalem; and 
re. | they, fays the Biſhop, ſet up a fantaſtical un- 
? = intelligible way of talking of Religion, which 


he ""M they turn'd all into Allegorics. 
So that when ſuch Pcrions as theſe have 
ta- — . A... . 
been Allegorizers, no good Chriſtian can 
his ; 
did worthily be blam'd for their cloſe adherence 
ke do the Primitive Faith, ir the Letter of the 
_ Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles. 
Sad -| THE diſtinction between the Fathers allc- . 
cal} FVoxizings, and the fore - mention d Mortals is, 
hey that the Fathers gave Credit to every Tittle of 
bd the Letter in the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles; 

and theſe Heretichs, all of them, intircly a- 
yery | . f 
— poſtatiz'd from the Faith in the Letter, and 
* virulently abusd and miſrepreſented the 
dne Letter, and made it their Buſineſs to bur— 

fa. | leſque and ridicule it, as an inſignificant 
hop _ thing ; which, if regarded, would do a great 
has deal of hurt and no good, and would deſtroy 
the Souls of Men, rather than direct them 
how to be ſav'd. 
mpe- i : 

Bor the main and moſt weighty Reaſon 
Who an 
pers, why all good Chriſtians zealouſly ſtick to the 

c. Letter of the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles, is, 
a dif-—fR | | 
) and | their utter abhorrence that the Hiſtory of our 
Chri- Saviour's Reſurrection ſhould be allcgoriz'd. 


They will by no Mcans admit of any allegori- 
cal Charm to be powerful enough to keep 
their Saviour from riſing from the Dead; and 
: indeed how ſhou'd it? fince neither the Bands 
9 of the Grave, nor the Gates of Hell! were able 

D to 
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to confine him there. His Reſurrection from 
the Dead was the chief Sign of his being the 
Aeſhiah ; beſides his Credit and good Name 
depended upon it; He promis d He would riſe 
again; and if he had been worſe than his 
Word, He would have been fo far from be- 
ing reckon'd a Wonder- working God, that 
He would not have been eſtcer1'd an honeſt 
Man. Burt riſe from the dead Chriſt did, to 
the confuſion of his Focs, and the joy of his 
Friends, and to the litcral and punctual com- 
pletion of all the Propheſies in the Ou Teſta- 
ment concerning him. His Diſciples ſaw 
him, convers'd with him, cat with him, and 
handled him after He roſe again, and to their 
Senſes Chriſt appeal'd concerning the Identity 


of his Body, that they might be ſatisfy'd He 


had not only a Body, but the ſame Body at- 
ter his Reſurrection which He had before. 
Since then Chriſt condeſcended ſo much to 
convince the World of the Truth and Reality 
of his Reſurrection, according to the literal 


Relation of it in Scripture ; and ſince his Ho- 


nour and Reputation would have becn for- 
fcitcd, if He had fail'd to riſe from the Dead, 
and fatal had been the Conſequences to us 
Men and our Salvation: All good Chriſtians 
are refolv'd ſtrenuouſly for ever to contend 
tor the literal account they have tranſmitted 
down to them by the Seripture of the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt. 

War 
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Wu y ſhould our Author be ſo angry with, 
and reflect upon all good Chriſtians, but more 
eſpecially upon our Clergy, whom he thrca- 
tens to ruin, and rout out of the Church, as 
his Expreſſion is, for their declaring for the 
Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles according to thc 
Letter in Scripture, when they have ſuch tub- 
ſtantial Reaſons and Caulcs for it, and when 
ſuch ill People have been allegorizers? Al- 
legorizing by Chriſtians was originally taken 
from the Heathen Mythologiſts, from c p- 
tian Hicroglyphicks, and ſuch fooliſh Pat- 
terns; and ought not the Clergy and their 
Flocks, to be againſt the Arts and Practices 
of the Heathen Prieſts and My//z ? 

BESIDE, there arc no Congregations of 
Chriſtian Men upon the Face of the Earth, who 


_ unite in any publick way of Worſhip, but are 


all againſt our Author's allegorical Enthuſiaſm, 
and never heard it recommended before as an 
Article of Faith : If it is recciv'd as ſuch, and 
creeps into the Creed, in the way and man- 
our Author would have it, we muſt dil- 


F. all the other Articles in the literal Senſe; 
and then farewell the Chriſtian Faith in this 


Particular, the pure Faith once deliver'd to 
the Saints, 


the Faith recciv'd by the Catho- 


tick Church tor theſe 1600 Years and up- 
Wards. 


Oun Author raſhly ſays, the Clergy are guilty 
of the Sin againſt the Holy (ihoſt, for teaching 


their People to believe in the Letter of the 
92 Sclipture— 
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Scripture-Hiſtory of Chriſt's Miracles. Where- 


as, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt conſiſts in 
a Man's being inwardly perſuaded that our 
Saviour's Miracles were wrought by the 
Power and Authority of God, and yct, out 
of Envy to him, in declaring they were 
wrought by the Power of the Devil. Did 
ever Clergyman do this? None that ever we 
heard of, Can our Author prove that any 
have done it ? He cannot. 

O Uk Author has allo labour'd to be vaſtly 
witty and ſatyrical upon the Clergy for be- 
ing Hirclings : But it is very plain in Scrip— 
ture, that the Clergy may receive Hire for 
Praying and Preaching, and that the Laity 
ought to give it them. T ſhall ſay no more of 
our Author at preſcnt; but my Prayers that 
he and his Followers, if he has any, may ſee 
their Errors and repent of them. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Might, Me. 


jeſiy, Power and Dominion from 1 
Time forth for evermore. 
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R. Hodges, Fellow of Baliol- 

Colledge, was, tho' he dy'd 
very young, one of the moſt celebrated 
Preachers of his time. This Diſcourſe 
of his was a Repetition Sermon upon 
Eafter-Day, before the Univerſity of 
Oxford. I have printed it, becauſe 1 
take it to be a very good Anſwer to 
the Objections of a certain Author a- 
gainſt the Truth and Reality of Chri/7's 
Reęſurrection. If the Reader has a 
Mind to know more of Mr. Hodges, 
He was Son of Dr. V. Hodges, Arch- 
deacon of HYorcefter Dioceſe, and of a 


Daughter of Biſhop Prideaux. 
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Mom is Chrift riſen from the Dead, and 
become the fir ſt-fruits of them that 


ſept. 


* 15 Truth, that is of the greateſt Con- 
855 ſequence in Religion, ſo it ought 
8 7 to be enforced with Arguments 
= ſuitable to the weight of it; 
and our Faith concerning it ſhould be propo:- 
tionably certain, as the Thing to be believ'd 


is momentous and great. The Subject here 


treated of, is no leſs than the Reſurrection of 


Chriſt from the dead. And in the former part 
of this Chapter the Apoſtle is dogmatical, and 
goes on to prove it from the Evidence of 
Senſe : For, lays he, He was ſeen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve : Then of above five 
hundred brethren at once : Then of James 


and all the Apoſtles: And lai of all, he 


was ſeen of me alſo, as of one born * of 
| E ue 
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due time. And indeed St. Paul here uſeth 
no other Argument, than this of ocular 
Demonſtration, which he very reaſonably 
thought ſufficient to convince the World, 
and beget a belief of what he ſpake. Where- 
fore from this Conceſſion made, that Chrift 
was riſen, he afterwards goes rationally to 
work, to make appear the univerſal Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead alſo. As in the 
12th Verſe of this Chapter, If Chriſt be 
preached that he roſe from the dead, how ſay 


ſome among you, that there is no Neſurrection 


of the dead ? For it ſeems that the Reaſon 
why theſe Erecians disbeliev'd this particu- 
lar Article, was, becauſe they thought it im- 
poſſible to come to paſs. Now if Chriſt be in- 
dced riſen, then is not the reſurrection impoſſi- 
ble, as you ſuppoſe : For, whatſoever is 4? facto 
done, may be effected again; and So if Chriſt 


be riſen from the Dead, the Dead may riſe. 


AN p thus our Holy Penman firſt proves 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrection, becauſe 
Chriſt is riſen, and then preſently he goes to 
remonſtrate the Danger of disbelieving it, inſo- 
much as that being once laid aſide, the whole 
Doctrine of Chriftianity muſt fall. For if the 
dead riſe not, then is Chriſt not riſen, i. e. 
f it be impoſſible that the Dead ſhould riſe, 
then it wou'd be impoſſible that even Chriſt 
ſhould riſe. And if Chriſt is not riſen, your 
Faith is vain; ye are yet in your ſms. 
Which is no more than this, That ſince all 
our Happineſs depends upon the Hope which 

; WC 


fligate Wretches imaginable. 
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we have of another World; and ſince tis 
certain, that after a ſhort Race run in 
this, we muſt leave it ; and know it no 
more; and ſince there is no attaining this 
other World, except we can ariſe out of our 
Graves to enjoy it, it muſt follow, that if 
it be impoſlible in Nature ſo to riſe, all our 
Faith is vain and ridiculous, and we have 
been fool'd with the expectation of what can 
never come to pals; and then, thoſe alſo 
which are fall'n afleep in Chriſt, are periſhed, 
they, and we are yet in our Sins. For, 
whereas we hoped to be deliver'd from the 
eternal Bondage of Death, which was the Wa- 
ges duc for Sin; if Chriſt be not rais d, nei- 
ther ſhall we be rais d, and ſo the Power and 
Sting of Sin, which is the everlaſting Priſon 
of the Grave, is yet upon us, We arc not de- 
liver'd from it, 
B u r be not diſcomforted, Chriſt is riſen 
ſo the Reſurrection from the Dead is poſſible; 
and then there is no Reaſon why we ſhould 
not riſe alſo. Indeed, if we had not this 
Faith of riſing again to depend upon, our Re- 
ligion were Madneſs, and wc the moſt pro- 
But now tis 
Chriſt riſen from the dead, and become the 


Nirſt- fruits of them that ſlept. 


Tun Words being thus . I can- 
not better anſwer the Scope of my Text, than 
by laying before you theſe two Things : 

E 2 Firſt 7 
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32 The Reſurrection. 


Firſt, The Certainty that Chriſt is riſen 
from the Dead. | | 

Secondly, How He is ſaid to be the Firſt- 
fruits of them that "ſlept, and in how many 
Senſes. 

THERE hardly needs any other Evidence 
of the Proof of this Doctrine, than that which 
the Apoſtle urges in the beginning of this 
Chapter. And beſides, it is furthermore 
appatent, by all thoſe Trains of Miracles, that 
were conſequent upon the fulfilling of it; 
the deſcending of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
Apoſtles, the Gifts of healing, Propheſying, 
Tongues and the like, of which all the World 
were Witneſſes. Of the laſt we have an un- 
controulable Teſtimony in the 2d Chapter 
of the Ache. When they were all together, 
and in a Moment were fill'd with Power, to 
the amazement of thoſe that came to (ſec 
them: When Men of any Country whatſo- 
ever, heard them ſpeak in their own Lan- 
guage, who they knew underſtood it not 
before, Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Dwel- 
lers in Meſopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, 
Pontus, and Aſia, Phrygians, Pamphyli- 
ans, Egyptians, Libyans, Cyrenians, Ro- 
mans, Cretes, Arabians, all heard them 
ſpeak in their own Tongues, the wonderful 
Works of God. 

Now theſe Things, and whatever elſe are 
recorded, had not been done, if Chriſt had 
not been rais'd from the Dead. For the Com- 


forter 
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forter could not come, if he had not gone to 
the Father. Since then it cannot be deny d that 


theſe Things were done (being ſo abundantly 
made out) it cannot be deny'd alſo, that 
Chriſt roſe from the Dead. 

I do not here mean, that this is an Argu- 
ment to us, that live at this diſtance from 
Chriſt, becauſe it wou'd be ridiculous for a- 
ny one to go about to prove the Truth of 


the Reſurrection of Chriſt from ſuch Mira- 


cles as theſe ; for they themſelves do require 
to be thoroughly evinc'd : But I fay, that ſince 
the doing of tho'e Miracles depended upon 
the Reſurrection ot Chriſt, and the Men of 
that Age law them. perform'd ; if they had 
any Spirit of inferring Conſequences at all, 
they cou'd not chuſe but give Credit to the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt from the Dead allo. 
And that theſe Miracles did depend upon the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt is evident, Virſt, Be- 
cauſe the Apoſtles generally, when they had 
preach'd the Reſurrection, confirm'd that 
Hypotheſis with ſome Miracle or other, ſhew- 
ing that what they ſaid was true, becauſe 
God did ſo go along with them with the in- 


| fallible Conviction of immediate Omnipo- 


| tence to bear witneſs to them. Secondly, Be- 


| Cauſe there cou'd be no End propos'd, why 
the Power of working Miracles ſhou'd be 


given to them, if Chriſt were not riſen ; 


#7 


for the Reaſon in general of that Power, 
Was the ſurer eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, 


| 
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ligion, which did wholly depend upon the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead, for he 
had promisd to be with them even unto the 
end. Now He cou'd not be with them here 
on Earth, for He was crucify'd ; nor cou'd 
He preſide over his Church in Heaven, ex- 
cept He were rien from the dead to go thither. 
Therefore Without the Suppoſition of Chriſt 
riicn, the whole Frame of Religion wou'd 
diſappear, and become empty, and vain ; and 


the Power of doing thoſe Miracles being 


given to the Apoſtles for the mere confirma- 
tion of Religion, and that being ineffeCtual 
without the Reſurrection, it muſt follow that 
the Power of working Miracles did necefla- 
rily depend upon it. Therefore the Men of 


that Generation ſeeing the repeated Wonders 


that came by this Means to paſs, muſt needs 


conclude it true, that Chriſt was raiſed from 


the Dead. 

Bur this certainty of Chriſt's being rais d 
from the Dead, beſide that it is thus teſtify'd 
by the Apoſtles who ſaw it, by the Miracles 
which they ſhew'd at the preaching of it, by 
the conſtant Teſtimony of the Church, by 
moſt, if not all the Hereticks in every Age; 
and laſtly, that it cou'd not be deny'd by 
many of the Enemies of Chriſtianity + hoy 
ſelves: 1 ſay, beſide that the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt has all theſe Evidences to aſcertain it, 
it is otherwiſe confirm'd to us from thoſe mi 


ſerable 


A 
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ſerable Arguments, whereby thoſe that hated 
the Chriſtian Religion did go about to dil- 
prove it. 

THE firſt is taken from the ſuppos'd im- 
poſſibility of it. Men will not believe be- 
cauſe they cannot comprehend, becauſe it is 
not conceivable by Reaſon, how the diſpers'd 
Particles of Matter ſhould unite ; how a Man 
when he is partly devourd by the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, partly by the Fowls of the Air; 
Part of him is perhaps evaporated, and gocs 
to the Conſtitution of a Cloud, deſcends it 
may be with the next Shower, incorporates 
with the ſucculent Juices of the Earth, and 
ſprings up into a Plant: The reſidue moul- 
ders into Duft, hardens into Stones and Metals, 
or elſe creeps about in the feeble Movements 
of Worms and Inſects. Nay, a Perſon after 
a very few Tranſmutations, may be part of 
his own Offspring; for his Matter may go 
into the Nouriſhment of a Plant, that may 
be turn'd into the Fleſh of Beaſts, and this by 
 ealy Nutrition into the Conſtitution of the 
Son, who was begot by that very Man, part 
of whoſe Fleſh he has eaten. Now, ſays the 
unbelieving Scepticks how ſhall all theſe 
| ContradiQions be reconcil'd? for if the ſame 
Parts may thus go to the Conſtitution of ſe- 
| veral Bodies, how ſhall every Man ritc with 
his own Body? for two Bodies cannot have 
the fame Parts, and yet the ſame Parts muſt 

belong to two Bodies. | 

| AND 
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AND this indeed comprehends the Senſe 
of whatſocver can rationally be urg'd to over- 
throw the Doctrine of the Reſurrection. 

Bor yet the Argument proceeds upon 
this falſe Principle, that nothing is to be be- 
lievd but what can be made out by the Evi- 


dence of Senſe ; and ſo it ſtrikes as hard a- 


gainſt the Doctrine of the Incarnation, and 
the Trinity, and ſome other Articles of a 
Chriſtian's Faith, as that of the ReſurreQion, 
becauſe theſe allo cannot be made out by an 
Evidence immediately fetch'd from Senſe. 
Bu r beſides, if this be a rational Conſe- 
quence, that I will not believe the Reſurrecti- 
on, becauſe I cannot comprehend how it 
ſhou'd be done, it wou'd be enough alſo to 
make a Man an Infidel in the moſt common 
appearances of Nature in the World. Nay, 
we muſt not believe our very Senſes, nor in- 
deed, that- we had any Senſes at all to be be- 


liev'd. 


FOR who can ſenſibly explicate any one 
thing that he mects with in the World? All 
Men think that there is not a clearer Truth 
in Nature, than that the Sun ſhines, and 
yet there is not a Man can tel! how he does 
ſo. What kind of thing that is that we call 
Light. Whether it be a Quality only in the 


peripatetick Senſe, or the more plauſible Sup- 


poſition of Bodies ſent out to us from the Sun 
Andif ſo, then let any one explain by what 


Means thoſe ſmaller Particles iſſue from that i 


vaſt 


ne 
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vaſt Body, whether they flow, and by what 
Principle, or whether they are forc'd, and by 
what way, from their proper Place the Sun? 
Whether thoſe Particles return again to the 
Sun, from whence they came, or no ? If they 
do, whether by their own Nature and Force ; 
and then how Nature can effect theſe con- 
trary Motions, or what Agent can act upon 
them, ſo as to force them? And if they do 
not return, How comes the Sun not to ſpend 
itſelf, and waſte away, by ſuch a conſtant and 
large emiſſion of Subſtance, without any Re- 
cruits? Or indeed, why ſhould the Sun re- 
ceive its Light again any more than a com- 
mon Lamp? And why ſhould it not in time 


| dwindle and go out? We cannot compre- 


hend by what Means and ſecret Contrivances 
in Nature theſe things are wrought, and yet 
we ſee that they are done, and we never be- 
lieve otherwiſe. 


Nay, if we ſhould aſſent to nothing but 


what we can comprehend, how comes it to 


| Pals, that we muſt not believe our Senſes 
themſelves? And it would be a Paradox for a 
Man to fay, either that he could ſec, or hear, 
or taſte, or the like. Far Example in Sight: 


Can any one demonſtrate, that it is infallibly 


this or that part of the Eye that perceives 
the Object? how it being ſo little a Member 
perceives at once ſo much? And if the Ob- 
ject do's dart into the Eye like a Pyramid, 


F by 
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by what Means it do's fo > What that is that 
Comes into the Eye, repreſents the whole 
thing perceiv'd? What Part or Office Light has 
in the conveyance of it? Whether it be on- 
ly requird as a Medium, or whether it be 
part ot the Object itſelf, and the Object be 
but that modify d? There are almoſt infinite 
Queſtions about this very thing; and the like 
Difficulties might be urg d about others alfo, 
which no Man can give a demonſtrative An- 
iwer to, nor can it ever be explain'd How , 
that is, by what ſecret Machines, and ſub- 
tic Motions, and Engines Nature do's ſee, 
or hear, or walk? And, how a Man do's 
begin to move his Finger, and his Tongue to 
ſpeak? And, how the Words are ſo diſtinctly 
formed by the reſpective Inſtruments, which 
have all their particular Offices ſubſervient 
thereunto, is a Queſtion that was never yet 
decided in the World. 

Now if a Man will fay, that he will not 
believe that he does ſee, or hear, or ſpeak, 
becauſe he cannot by Reaſon comprehend how 
he does ſo, then 1 will grant that there is no 
Reſurrection from the Dead; becaule 1 can- 


not underſtand how it can be, and by what 


Methods God will bring it to paſs. And 1 
think, with Submiſſion to the Audience, from 


what has been ſaid it is evident, that he that 
ſuppoſes the Scripture to be the Word of God, | 


and yet not believes the Reſurrection, becauſe 
the 
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the Manner of it is hard to his Underſtanding, 
may as ſafely take his Oath, that never any 
Man did ſec, or hear, or ſpeak, becauſe never 
any Man did yet know how theſe Operations 
were done. 

AND this may ſuffice for the firſt Argu- 
ment, whereby the Gainſayers of the Relur- 
rection go to diſprove it, becauſe they cannot 
underſtand it. And indeed it is comprehenſive 
of almoſt all that can be ſaid againſt it; for 
generally thoſe that do not believe it ſay, that 
it is becauſe they think it impoſſible to be. 

As for what concerns more particularly the 
Reſurretion of Chrift from the Dead ; there 
is no Man but ſees how loth the Fews were 
to aſſent to it, and what Contrivances they 
had to perſuade themſelves and others out of 
the Belief of it. When they ſaw that he was 
gone out of the Grave, notwithſtanding the 
Watch that was ſet, and the Seal to prevent 


all Poſſibilities of Impoſture, they had but one 


way left to eſcape, which they made uſe of by 
ſaying, That while the Watch ſlept, his Diſ- 
ciples came and ſtole him away ; as we find 
it ſet down in the 11th, 12th and 13th Ver- 


ſes of the 28th Chapter of St. Matthew. 


Now a Man would have asked the Chief 


| Prieſts, who bribed the Soldiers to feign this 


Story, That if the Soldiers did ſleep, while 
the Diſciples of Chriſt came ſecretly and ſtole 


| | him away, how then did they know, being 
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ſo aſleep, that the Diſciples did ſo come and 
ſtcal him away? Either they were apprehen- 
ſive even when the Diſciples were ſtealing the 
Body, and then they might have preventcd it, 
they might have deprehended them in the 
Theft, and have brought them preſently be- 
fore them, and the Truth had been detected ; 

or clſe they were not apprized when they 
ſtole him, and ſo had no knowledge of the 
Act. The Reſult of all is this, that no Man 
can with Reaſon excuſe his own Belief of the 
Reſurrection in general, becauſe he cannot 
comprehend the Poſſibility how it ſhould be. 
Inaſmuch as in almoſt every common Action 
of a Man's Life do occur Things which we 
cannot explain how they are done, and yct 
we cannot believe but they are done. Nor 
can any Man in reaſon excuſe his Disbelief of 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt in particular, inal- 


much as there can be brought very good Wit- | 
neſs, and infallible Evidence, (if Evidence of | 
Senſe be ſo) that he did riſe; and all the Ar- 
guments that have been formed againſt it, have 


betrayed the Cauſe of the Adverſaries them- 
ſelves, and have been ſo far from being con- 
vincing, that even their own Abſurdity and 
Folly have overthrown them. 

AN Þ thus it being aſcertained us, from 


the Teſtimony of the Eye-witneſles, from the 
Poſſibility of the Thing, and from the Weak- | 
nels of the Arguments of thoſe that oppoſe | 
: it, 
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it, that Chriſt is riſen from the Dead: We 
go on to the 24 Thing propoſed ; that is, 


Secondly, To ſhew how Chriſt being riſen 
from the Dead, is become the Firſt-Fruits of 
them that ſlept, and in how many Senſes. 


I SHALL not miſemplov the Time, by 
making a long and over-nice Enquiry into the 
Criticiſms of the Words, nor trouble you by 
laying down the various Readings and Com- 


ments thereupon. Only : muſt take notice of 


the Diiterence of the Learned about theſe 
Words ! am more immediately handling, vg. 
become the Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept. 
For the Word become is left out by ſome Di- 
vincs, and then it runs thus: Now ig Chriſt 
riſen from the Dead, the Firſt fruits of them 


that ſlept. Though in the Judgments of o- 


thers they might have let alone this Obſerva- 


tion; for whereas it is aſſerted, that the Word 


ere (is become) proves redundant, and adds 
nothing to the Complement of the Senſe, 
which indeed is plain without it, yet the Senſe 
is not mutilated by the Word, but ſeems by 
the Help of that to carry a more full Signifi- 
cancy than before. Eraſmus indeed, though 
he grants that the Word «yzzro is conſtantly 
read in the Greek Copies, yet he ſubjoins this 
Mark to it, that it does imis duriuſculè cum 
ſuperioribus adherere, it ſpoils the Stile, and 

makes 
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makes it not ſo coherent with that which 
went before: And therefore he adds, that it 
was put in by the Librarii apud Græcos, the 
Tranſcribers and Overſeers of the Books a- 
mong the Greeks. But however it be, whether 
one or other, the Senſe is intelligible ; Chreſt 
zs riſen from the Dead, and become the Firſt- 


fruits of them that ſlept : Or, Chrift is riſen 
from the Dead, the Firft-fruits of them that 


ſlept, makes no great Difference as to the un- 
derſtanding of the Place. But neither here 
are tho Words at reſt, but have bcen liable 
to a further Vexation ; for what is here ren- 
dered ÞFir/?-frurts, ſome have thought fit to ex- 
prels by the Word Beginning. lt is true, the 
Word in the Original is «T=pyn, one Signifi- 
cation whereof is Beginning. But the general 
Voice of Commentators hath render'd it Firſt- 
fruits; and this is evident from many other 
Places in Scripture, particularly Rom. viii. 23. 
And not only they, bat onr ſelves alſo which 
have the Firſt-fruits of the Spirit, where the 


Word is «Trapyy. Eraſmus tells us, that St. 
Ambroſe upon this place read «Trapyy recep- | 


taculum, the Receptacle of the Spirit. But it 


is probable he himſelf in his Copy wrote in- 
ceptaculum, which his Tranſcribers miſtook ; _ 
and this is ſomething plain, becauſe he ren- 

dered that ſame d r in my Text initium, 
beginning; and inceptaculum in this Place ſig- 
nifies the ſame. Another Inſtance where the 
Word 


| 
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Word SN is tranſlated Firſt. fruits, is in 


the 11th of the Romans and the 16th Verſe, 


Ei d an 
Firſt. fruits be holy, then is the Lump alſo 
haty. Allo in the 16th of the Romans and 
the 5th Verſe, Salute Epenetus, who is the 
Firft-f1 ruits of Achaia unto Chriſt, «map n th; 
"Axaias eis Vi Un. The like Acception of the 
Word is allo in 1 Cor. xvi. 15. Ibeſcech you, 
Brethren, ye know the Houſe of Stephanas, 
that it is the Fir- fruits of Achaia : The Ex- 
preſſion in this Place allo is, aTapyn TH; 
Axaias. 
St. James i. 18. Of his own Wall begat he 
us, by the Ward of his Truth, that we > ſhould 


be a kind of Firſt Fruits of bs Creatures; fill 


the Greek is 4Tapyn. By theſe Inftances of 
Scripture it appears, that the Word 2724 
will very well bear to be rendered Firſt— 
fruits, though the genuine Signification there 
leems to be Beginning, and in ſome Places 
indeed it is fo interpreted. I ſtick more upon 
this Word than otherwiſe ſhould, becauſe 
upan the preſent Interpretation will depend all 


that 1 fhall at prefent raiſe for our Inſtruction. 
But leaving 


theſe Grammarians to themſelves, 
let us proceed to the doctrinal Part of my 


Text, namely, To ſhew how Chritt is ſaid to 
be the Firſt-fruirs of them that flepr, and in 
how many Senſes. 


HERE 


apyh aid. xa To ela, For if the 


So likewiſe in the Epiſtle general of 
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HERE are two things conſiderable in this Pro- | 
poſition ariſing from theſe Words: The Firſt- 


fruits of them that ſlept ; wherefore it is but 


neceſſary that I ſhould ſhow, how Chriſt was the 


Firſt that roſe from the Dead. 24/y, How he 
was the Firſt-fruits offered as it were for all 
*hoſe who ſhall be raiſed from the Dead. And 


here this Maxim of our Apoſtle is not to be 


underſtood without its Limitation ; for ſimply 
ipcaking, Chriſt was not the Firſt of all that 
was raiſed, for there were many before him; 
but Chriſt was the Firſt that was raiſed in that 
Kind and in that Manner. And the Speciality 
of Chriſt's ReſurreQion conſiſts in theſe things. 
1/t, That he roſe from the Dead by his own 
Power. 2dly, He roſe immediately to a State 
of Immortality. He roſe by his own Power, 
inaſmuch as he was God, and therefore needed 
no greater Being to aſſiſt him; and he roſe to 

a State of- Immortality, for the laſt Enemy 
has was to be deſtroyed was Death, as it is 
in the 26th of this Chapter: And therefore 
having triumphed over Death, having delivered 
himſelf from the Grave, which was the Bon- 
dage of it, he had nothing elſe to do, but to 
aſcend into Glory : For having finally con- 
quered his Enemies, there was nothing for 
him left but to receive his Kingdom again with 
Triumph; for in that he died, he died unto 


Sin once; but in that he liveth, he l:yveth 


unto God, Rom. vi. 10. Having died once, 
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Death had no more Dominion over him, as 
it is in another Place ; but he aſcended pre- 
ſently into Immortality and eternal Life. 

Ir cannot be denicd but that many roſe, 
and were raiſed from the Dead before Chriſt. 
For Elijah rais d the Son of the Widow of Za- 
reptha to Life, as we read in 1 Azngs xvii. 
beginning at the 17th Verſe. The like is re- 
corded of Eliſba his Succeſſor, who recalled 
the Shunamite's Son from the Grave, in the 
2d of Kings, the 4th Chapter, 34th, 35th 
Verſes, And in the 2d of Kings allo, the 
13th Chapter, and the 21ſt Verſe, there is 
mention made of a Man raiſed from the 
Dead, being caſt into the Sepulchre of the 
Prophet, and by Chance lighting upon his 

Bones. Chriſt alſo himſelf raiſed Zairus's 
Daughter from the Dead, Matt. ix. 24. In 
another place, the Son of the Widow of 
Naim; And in the 11th of St. Fohn, the 
43d, 44th Verſes, Lazarus, who had lain 
four Days in the Grave, was raiſed from the 
| Dead. 
Now we have all theſe Inſtances of Peo- 


 Ple that were raiſed from the Dead before the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt happened, and how then 


ce can it be verify'd in the Text, that Chriſt is the 


- Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept? In anſwer to 
this we reply : That many were indeed raiſed 
from the Dead before Chriſt; and ſimply 
, Ipeaking, without __ Reſerye, Chriſt was 
4 not 
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not the firſt that roſe, but he was the firſt that 
roſe according to the two fore-mentioned Li- 
mitations; that is, he was the firſt that roſe 
Virtute propria, by his own Power, and the 
firſt that roſe to preſent Immortality. For all 
thoſe roſe by Virtue of him, and had not 
God deſigned that Chriſt ſhould die and riſe 
again, there had been no Poſſibility of their 
riſing; for the Wages of Sin was Death, and 
if Chriſt had not ſatisfy'd thoſe Wages, they 
had been held in the Grave for ever. Nor 
24ly, did they riſe to a State of preſcnt Bliſs, 
but their Lives were only renew'd to them 
in this World ; they had a little longer Race 
to run, but they reſigned up their Bodies to 
the ſame Earth, and there muſt wait the gene- 
ral Call at the laſt Day with the reſt of Man- 
kind. And that the Power of Chriſt muſt 
be neceſſarily contributing to the Reſurrection 
of theſe and. all the reſt of the World, is con- 
firmed to us from the 27th Chapter of St. 
Matthew, and the 52d Verſe, where it is re- 
corded, that at the Crucifixion of Chriſt, even 
the Graves __ and many Bodies of 
the Saints which ſlept aroſe, and came out 
of their Graves. But when? After his Re- 


furrection, ſay the next Words, and went 
into the holy City. Now tis plain, from the 


51ſt Verſe of this Chapter, if you pleaſe to 
conſult it, that thoſe Graves open'd immedi- 
ately upon the Death of Chriſt ; but to ſhow 

that 
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that the Reſurrectlon of Men depended up- 


on the Efficacy of Chriſt's Reſurrection, the 


Bodies did not come out of theit Graves till 
after he was riſen, pete Thy #yteow avrs, af- 
ter his Reſurrection; and therefore, ſays E- 
raſmus, Continuò quidem Monumenta ſunt a- 
perta, ſed ante Reſurrectionem Chriſis non 


ſunt egreſſa Corpora, the Monuments, or Se- 


pulchres of thole dead Saints did continue o- 
pen all the while, from the Time of his Cru» 


Cifixion, till the Time that he roſe again; but 


the Bodies could not ſpring up into Life, and 


come out of the Grave till they came to 


attend the Reſurrection of Chriſt. Now 


none of theſe Men and Women that were 
ſo raisd from the Dead, did arrive preſent- 
h to an accompliſhment of Bliſs, for they had 
only a longer Time allowed them to live here 


upon Earth, they deſcended the ſecond time into 
the Duſt, and muſt wait till the univerſal Judg- 
ment of the World; and this is evident out 
of the Eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews, 
where the Apoſtle gives a Catalogue of the 


Faithful, among whom were thoſe that had 


their Dead raiſed to Life again, Verſe 35. 


and Verſe 39. tis ſaid, Theſe all having ob- 
' tained a good Report through Faith, re- 


cerved not the Promiſe : God having pro- 
vided, or foreſeen ſome better thing for us, 


That they without us ſhould "not be made 
Porfect. 
4 
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THE meaning of which Place is, That 
thoſe Saints, Confeſſors, and Martyrs (re- 
cited in the former Part of the Chapter) had 
obtained a good Report; that is, were Men 
accepted and approv'd of God ; but yet they 
did not receive immediately the Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, for God foreſaw another, and 


to him a better way for us all, and he did 


not {uffer them without us to be made Per- 
fect, but has reſerv'd their Bodies till a Ge— 
neral Day, that we and they may be glori- 


fy'd together. Thus the Men that put aſide 


their Load of Fleſh and Blood ſome Thou- 
ſands of Years before the Death of Chriſt, ! 
may lye forgotten in their Tombs full as 
many after his Reſurrection. Heaven is to] 
accompliſh the Number of its Elect before it Þ 
{ends out a Summons to judgment; and till; 
that is fulfilled, Adam that dy'd the firſt of! 
Mankind, will have no more Priviledge than 
he that departed Yeſterday. The Sepulchres 
are ſeal'd, and the Watches ſet, and every} 
one muſt moulder there, the Juſt and Un- 
juſt without any Reſpect, till the Trumpet of 
Bod ſhall command them our. | 
AND thus it hath appear'd, that Chriſt was 
the firſt that roſe from the Dead; that is, the] 
firſt that roſe by his own Power; the firſt that 
roſe to Etcrnal Life; and therefore having 
ſeen Chriſt to be the- firſt that was rais4 
from the Dead, it remains adly, That va 
mak 
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make it appear alſo, how He was the ff. fruits 
of them that ſlept. Chriſt is here call'd by 
the Name of firſt. fruits, no doubt in Allu- 
ſion to the Feaſt of fir/t-fruits among the 
Jews, the Manner of which we find de- 
ſcrib'd in the 23d of Levit. the roth and 
11th Verſes, Speak unto the children of Iſra- 
el, and ſay unto them, When ye be come into 
the land which I give unto you, and ſhall 
reap the harveſt thereof, then ye ſhall bring a 
ſbeaf of the firſt-fruits of the harveſt unto 
the Prieſt : And he ſhall wave the ſheaf 
before the Lord, to be accepted for you ; 
on the Morrow after the Sabbath the Prieſt 
ſhall wave it. By which Law the eus 
were commanded to offer a Sacrifice of j:r/t- 
fruits unto God; for as ſoon as ever they 


ſaw their Corn ripe in the Ficld, and as it is 


expounded in Deut. 16. 9. fit for the Sickle, 
they were commanded to bring a Sheaf of the 
fir/t-fruits unto the Lord; which was a To- 
ken of Gratitude to God, and allo did ſancti- 
fy the Harveſt to come, and the whole Mals 
of Fruit to be receiv d. And accordingly St. 
Paul words it in the 11th Rom. 16th Verſe, 
If the firſt-fruits be holy, the Lump (or the 
Maſs) zs alſo holy; for thoſe fir/i-fruits were 
offer'd by the Fews as an acknowledgment 
to God that they receiv'd all at his Hands, and 
as a Sacrifice, that they might obtain a fur- 
ther Bleſſing upon the Harveſt. They had 
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ſeven ſorts of theſe firſt-fruits ; they were 


put into the great Gazophylarium, which 
ſtood in the Prieſts Court, which was en- 
larg'd on Purpoſe after the reſtitution of the 
Temple. It was call'd alſo the Feaſt of Pen- 
zeco/t and of Weeks, Deut. 16. But theſe 
Things cannot be related at large. 

AND therefore it ſuffices at preſent to Re- 


mark, That Chriſt is ſaid to be the fir/?-ſruits of 


them that ſlept, according to thoſe two re- 
cciv'd ſignifications of fr fruits offered by the 
Fews. And Firſt, Chriſt's riſing from the 
Dead was inſtead of the fir/t-fruzts of the Fews, 
as rhey ſignity'd an acknowledgment to God 
for all his Bleſſings, which they receiv'd at 


his Hands, For thereby was ſignify'd, that no 
human Sacrifice cou'd be ſufficient to attone 


for Mankind ; that there was nothing in 
Nature to be offer'd to God, as worthy of 
thoſe Benefits he had indulg'd to Men ; for 
doubtleſs, God would never have becn fo 
ſevere as to require Satisfaction to be made 
by no leſs a Perſon than his own Son, if Man 
had not been in a moſt wretched and deplo- 
rable Condition, and beyond all poſſibility of 
recovering by any Strength of his own, 
And ſo Man being not in any Capacity of al- 
ſerting himſelf into Happineſs, and God find- 
ing out a way for him, when he could not 
at all do it himſelf, it maſt follow, that 1t was 
wholly owing to God, that it was his frec 
and undeſery'd Grace to us: And therefore, 

when 
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- when He roſe from the Dead, it could be 
h look'd upon as nothing leſs, than a great ac- 
knowledgment offcr'd up to God, which Man 
could never have provided for himſelf. And 
„ | Secondly, As the offering of firff-fruits a- 
* mong the Jews was deſign'd to implore 
God's Bleſſing upon the enſuing Harveſt, and 
was thought effectually ſo to do; ſo was the 
Reſarreftion of Chriſt, the ſole efficient 
| Cauſe of our Reſurrection, And this is 
plain from that which follows in the 21ſt, 
and 22d Verſes of this Chapter, For ſince by 
_ came Death, by Man came alſo ihe 
urrection of the Dead; for as in Adam 
7 dye, even - in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alu, By which it appears, that as Adam 
Was in e ſpect of our Death, ſo is Chriſt in 
reſpe& of our Reſurrection from the Dead. 
Now. it is ſo plain, that nothing can be more 
plain in Scriprure, that the Sin of Adam 
was the very efficient Cauſe of even Tem- 
poral Death, as well as Eternal; witneſs 
that Commination of God, in ihe day thou 
| eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt dye. Therefore it 
may be as true, that Chriſt redeemed us from 
that Misfortune ; and though he did not pur- 
chaſe for us an utter exemption from Death, 
| Jet he purchaſed Redemption (big.) our Re- 
ſurrection from it. | 
THE Reſult of all is this, That the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt from the Dead was 
a thing attcſted by abundant Witneſſes, 
both -— 
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both of the Apoſtles and others, a thing 


proved by convincing Arguments; a thing 
thit was never gainſaid with that Rea- 
fon, as might induce a rational Man to dil- 
believe it: The Arguments of the Gentzles 
being weak, and ſuch as would ſerve as 
well againſt all manner of Evidence of Senſe 
as the Reſurrection; and the Arguments of the 
Fews being abſurd, and notoriouſly falſe and ri- 
diculous. That Chriſt was the firſt that roſe from 
the Dead, to wit, by his own Power, and to 
an immediate State of Happineſs : That he 
is the Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept, offered 
to God as an Acknowledgment of our Gra- 
titude to him, as an imploring of Bleſſings 
from him; having ſo redeemed us from the 
Death and Damnation which we were liable 
to by the Fall of Adam, and aſſerting us 
to a Poſlibility and Certainty of riſing from 
the Dcad by the Power of his Death, that 
fo we may give an Account at the dread- 
ful Day of all our Deeds done in the Fleſh, 
whether good or evil. 

Ax d if theſe things are ſo, which they muſt 
neceſſarily be, what Manner of Men ought we 
to be in all Godlineſs and Honeſty > Where is 
now the Policy of the private Sinner? Where is 
the Benefit of Darknels, and the Secrecy of the 
Night 2 Where arc the cloſe Stratagems of 
Wit and Counſel? And to what End ſerves 


the Wiſdom of the Thoughtfull and ne 
x ] 
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If one Day at laſt muſt unravel the whole 
Series of our Lives, and the World muſt be 
witneſs of that which with ſuch Pains and 
Difficulty we laboured to conceal. For it 
ſcems the Day of Judgment is the Syſtem of 
Time, and the whole Order of Providence in 
this World ſhall then be preſented and made 
legible to the Creation. The hoary grey 
Sinner ſhall have the Offences of his Youth 
expoſed, what through length of Time, 
and ſhortneſs of Memory {hall be forgot, 
will appear afreſh to the affrighted Mind, and 
then he ſhall recal them too plainly. Every 
laſtful Thought that did but glow under the 
Cover of Darkneſs, and ſtole a few unbuſied 
Minutes from the Span of Life, ſhall be as 
open and clear as if it had been the great 
Importance of our Times, or had blazed out 
into open Fire. And who would not trem- 
ble to think, that every AQion of his Life 
ſhould be. called to Judgment, and not one 
ſhould eſcape the Tryal : That his clofeſt En- 
deavours of committing Vice in private, and 
the Sweeteſt of ſtolen Sin, ſhould then be 
made moſt conſpicuous; and thoſe Crimes eſ- 
pecially ſhall be betrayed with this Note of 
Evidence and Deriſion, That theſe were the 
hidden Myiterics of Iniquity, and the Things 
which were intended never to come to Light. 
Happy would thoſe Men be in that Day, it 
the Rocks would over-whelm them, and the 
Mountains would fall upon them and cover 

H them, 
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them, ſo that they might have no other 
Monument than an innocent Rock, or an 
untormenting Hill; and all that ſhould be ſaid 
of them {hould be, that they were not. 
Bur more happy he who can appear before 
1} the Lamb, with the joyful Evidence of a well- 
ſpent Life, and the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience to witneſs for him before the 
Throne : That he may have a Place with thoſe 
bleſſed Ones that are to be received with the 
triumphant Welcome of, Come ye bleſſed, re- 
cerve the Kingdom repared or you from 
the Beginning of the 22 * 7 
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